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March 21, 1995
W ESTERN MONTANA EDUCATORS TO VISIT CHINA
FO R STUDY OF EC O N O M IC AND SOCIAL CHANGES
MISSOULA Twelve Western Montana educators will spend part of their summer vacations observing
firsthand the monumental economic and social changes sweeping China.
The University of Montana - Missoula has received a $55,000 grant through the U.S.
Department of Education’s Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad program to fund the five-week
group study project. The group’s objective will be to integrate its new-found knowledge into
teaching curriculums, class presentations and community outreach efforts.
China is in the midst of rapid and dramatic economic and social changes that will have an
important impact on its relations with other countries and on global resources in the next century,
said Peter Koehn, director of UM ’s Office of International Programs. The study of educational
reform in China is a major component of the trip, he said.
The group will travel in China from June 21 to July 26, visiting Hong Kong, Shenzhen,
Guangzhou, Hangzhou, Shanghai and Suzhou.
Participants include faculty from UM’s Missoula campus and Western Montana College of
The University of Montana in Dillon, as well as a Missoula school teacher and a representative
from the Montana Office of Public Instruction.
Members of the study group will form the China Resource Network, a statewide education
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organization that will disseminate information about China. Koehn said the group’s information
will especially benefit social science and humanities students who are focusing their study on Asia,
as well as those who are being exposed to Asian issues for the first time-particularly those
majoring in business, political science and education.
"I’m really hopeful we’ll be able to provide a better education for our students," said Koehn,
whose office has been preparing for the study project for three years. The group will be led by
Nader Shooshtari, UM management professor. Other participants from UM’s Missoula campus are:
Stephanie Wasta, assistant education professor; Cathi Jenni, associate professor of educational
leadership and counseling; Pat Lamphere, associate professor of curriculum and instruction; Louis
Hayes, political science professor; Roger Dunsmore, humanities professor emeritus; and David
Scott, a doctoral candidate in education.
Participants from U M ’s Dillon campus are: Eve Malo, associate education professor;
William O ’Connor, business professor; and Eva Mastandrea, assistant art professor. Margaret Scott,
a teacher at Lewis & Clark Elementary School in Missoula, and Linda Peterson, social studies
specialist at the Office of Public Instruction in Helena, round out the group.
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Contact: Peter Koehn, 243-2288.
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